2026 Legislative Report

During the 2026 legislative session, our community showed up in powerful ways.
Together, we took action on approximately 27 bills, including_23 bills we
supported and 4 we opposed. Across these efforts, community members signed
in, testified, made calls, and emailed lawmakers to push forward meaningful
reforms and stop harmful legislation.

Our advocacy focused on advancing reentry support, reducing legal financial
burdens, improving prison conditions, expanding opportunities for young people,
and strengthening accountability and oversight across the system. At the same
time, we worked to stop policies that would increase fines and fees, expand
criminalization, or roll back progress.

This session took place in a challenging environment. A 60-day timeline, a
significant budget deficit, and competing statewide priorities made it difficult for
many bills to move forward. Across the bills we engaged on, only a handful
ultimately made it across the finish line, while many others advanced partway
through the process before stalling.
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Legislative Accomplishments

Several bills we supported were passed and signed into law, including:

e HB 2539, raising the indigency limit for people inside from $25 to
$100, helping address the high cost of commissary and the reality
of inadequate food

e HB 1909, establishing a court unification task force to improve
consistency and access across Washington’s courts

e SB 5520, improving access to compensation for individuals who
have been wrongfully convicted

e HB 2523, strengthening the Community Reinvestment Program and
increasing accountability in how resources are distributed

e ESSB 6002, strengthening driver privacy protections and limiting
misuse of surveillance technology

e SB 5855, addressing the use of face coverings by law enforcement

These victories matter. They reflect years of advocacy and organizing,
and they create real, tangible change in people’s lives.
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Wins for Our Community

We also secured an additional $250,000 in funding for the Reentry Legal Aid
Program. While this falls short of what is needed, it helps ensure that
individuals and families can continue accessing critical legal support and
represents a step toward restoring last year’s $5 million cut.

And just as importantly, we
helped stop harmful legislation,
including proposals that would
have increased legal financial
obligations and expanded
penalties under DUI and
reckless driving laws. In a
session like this, preventing
harm is not a small thing. It is
real impact.
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Looking Ahead

Many of the bills we fought for did not pass this year. That is not unusual.
Most legislation takes multiple years of advocacy, education, and persistence
to move through the full process to final passage. Occasionally, a bill will pass
in its first year, but that is rare. This session moved ideas forward, built
support, and laid important groundwork for what comes next.

This work takes time. It takes persistence. And it takes people continuing to
show up, speaking out, and sharing their stories, even when progress is

incremental.

Because change does not happen in isolation. It happens when people come
together, speak their truth, and refuse to be ignored.

And we are not done.
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